
NEWSLETTER

MUSEE NEWS

READ MORE

Public Museum High School  and Middle School

Check out what has been going on at the
Middle school on pages 2-5.  See what’s
happening in the classroom at the high
school on pages 6-10.

HOME OF THE 
MASTODONS

Edition #9 March 1st, 2024



1

March 5 - Salmon to Library
March 5 - Tutoring with Leys 3:00 PM
March 6 - 8th Grade Docent Day
March 6 - Tutoring with Bowman 3:00 PM
March 7 - Sturgeon to Library
March 7 - LGR’s 4:30 - 7:30 PM
March 12 - Tutoring with Leys 3:00 PM
March 12 - LGR’s 4:30 - 7:30 PM
March 13 - 6th Grade to KC Recycling
March 13 - Tutoring with Bowman 3:00 PM
March 14 - Tutoring with Starke 3:00 PM
March 14 - Coffee Time with Dr Hanks 9:00 AM

**Please contact Ms. Leys if you would like to
chaperone the Library trips**

March 4th - Board Game Club/Theater Club
March 5th - LGR’s 4:30 - 7:30 pm
March 7 - Musician Meet Up
March 11 - Board Game/Theater Club
March 12 - Magic The Gathering Club
March 12 - PTCC Meeting 7:00 pm
March 13 - Choir Concert 6:00 PM
March 14 - Musicians Meet Up
March 14 - LGR’s 4:30 - 7:30 PM
March 14 - Coffee Time with Dr Hanks 9:00 AM
March 21 - NHS Induction Ceremony 6:30 PM

HIGH SCHOOL 
AT A GLANCE

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Museum Middle School takes time out in the fall and in the spring
to invite parents to school to discuss their scholar’s progress. We
focus on all areas of the child (academic, social, emotional, and
behaviors). These Learner Growth Reviews should include your
child. This allows for a full conversation between school home and
the scholar. 

Your scholar will be prepared for their review by spending some
class time completing a reflection that includes their reflection of
how they are progressing this year. This will serve as their “script”
for the night of the review. 

Other things you should expect to experience at these
conferences is a review of past classwork, behavioral resets,
current progress on group projects and NWEA MAP scores. 

We look forward to seeing you on these evenings. If you have not
signed up for a Learner Growth Review yet please use the
classroom links below to sign up. 

 Finwhales

 Skylarks

 Salmon

Sturgeon

Lakers

Makers

Learner Growth Reviews

Must-Know
Words

Upcoming Events

Learner Growth Reviews
An opportunity to review student
progress with families. SCHOLARS
SHOULD ATTEND WITH THEIR FAMILIES.
Traditionally called Conferences. 

LEARNER GROWTH REVIEW DATES

6 and 8 Grade Music Festival
March 5th - 8:10-11:10 am 

March 7th- 4:30-7:30 pm 

March 12th- 4:30-7:30 pm 
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8th Grade Docent Day
March 6th - 1:30 pm

LGRs
March 7th 4:30-7:30 pm 
March 12th 4:30-7:30 pm 

6 Gr to the Recycling Center
March 13th 9:30 am 

End of Marking Period 3
March 15th 

No School 
March 18th
March 29th 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-finwhales#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-48145796-skylarks#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-48145797-salmon#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-48145835-sturgeon#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-48145864-lakers#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADA92AA5FCC07-48145896-makers#/
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MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Library Excursions

We are looking for volunteers to walk to and from the
Library with a cohort of students. 

6th Grade: 12 pm to 2 pm on the following dates.
Skylarks -  4/10, 5/1
Finwhales-  4/11, 5/2
*Contact Ms. Bowman bowmanm@grps.org

7th Grade:  1pm to 3 pm on the following dates.
Salmon-  3/5, 4/16, 5/7
Sturgeon- 3/7, 4/18, 5/9
*Contact Ms. Leys leysm@grps.org 

8th Grade: 1 pm to 3 pm on the following dates.
Lakers - 3/21, 4/25, 5/16
Makers- 3/22, 4/25, 5/17
*Contact Ms. Starke starkel@grps.org

6th and 8th Grade Festival
*We are looking for volunteers to go with festival scholars on
March 5th (8:45-11:30 pm)

Contact Ms. Soto if you would like to help with this excursion.
sotoer@grps.org

6th Grade Recycling Center
*We are looking for volunteers to walk to and from the Library
with a cohort of students. 

Contact Ms. Bowman if you would like to help with this
excursion. bowmanm@grps.org

 Donations
Individually wrapped snacks
Sanitizing Wipes (anytime)
Hand Sanitizer (anytime)
Pens and Pencils- We have gone through several

 large boxes of pencils. If you have a plethora at home 
we can use them!

272 PEARL STREET NW GRAND RAPIDS MI 49504              616-819-3600              WEBSITE 

Welcome Back Ms. Burtch

Conversation with your
Scholar

Spring is coming. Our Michigan weather
gave us a taste of warmer weather, this
week and we are eager to get outside. 

We are outside for PE class, Renewal and
excursions. Please be sure that your
scholar is prepared to be out in the

community, EVERYDAY. It is the
expectation that all scholars go outside

when we venture out. 

As a school community we are excited to
welcome Ms. Burtch back to school. She

will be joining for partial days the next
couple of weeks as she becomes
reacclimated to our community. 

We are thankful for Mr. Vanbergen’s
dedication to our 6th grade scholars and
we are glad he will be staying on with us

until at least Spring Break. 

Congratulations Mrs. Knight
Mrs. and Mr. Knight are expecting their

first child during Spring Break! 

Ms. Knight will be out after Spring Break
through the end of the school year. We
will have access to counseling services
for scholars who may need additional

support. 

https://grps.org/schools/middle-school/gr-museum-ms/
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8TH GRADE
STUDYING

ARTIFCATS AT CARC
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MORE ICE
SKATING
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The Design Lab has been smelling better than normal this month as three
cohorts developed shareable products to donate at Westminister Food Pantry.
Students learned in depth material science and polar/nonpolar chemistry while
creating soap products, baked goods, and other creative items. Check out the

Heartside Material Science digital showcase. 

HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS
CLASSROOM PROJECTS

Ms. Anderson took some students from her ELA 11 class to the library to work
on their research papers and debates.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRKvnaAcHf9WVzWqdIMa05kgpMpLlSVmqQNTmGAeoy-kJIUFl0Nc9VDgBl1Hw7xWnlN5xvugv6ZfnAT/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=30000
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS
CONGRATULATIONS!

Musings: A Gallery Issue #1 has been published and is for sale with
poetry, prose, and art by a variety of students including Caris
Beurkens, Valentino Lupis, Levi Faber, and more! They are 5

dollars a copy. Please email Ms. Anderson at
andersonca@students.grps.org if you want to purchase a copy.

Venmo and Cash App accepted.  

We are currently accepting submissions for issue #2.
Please encourage your student to submit using the

following QR code.

Our very own Sam
Bott prints the

magazine at KCTC.

Additionally, Musings and the Museum Diversity Union have combined forces to host a
writing contest for Black History Month. Students can submit using the above QR code/link.
The top five pieces will be published in the next issue of Musings, and the top piece will be
awarded a $50 prize. Two student judges from Musings and two from the Diversity Union

will determine the winner.
You can find the prompt here.

mailto:andersonca@students.grps.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xWdPjAsEQiiIwTDRvsHHAopSetUnv0l1i9e34sj9YVs/edit
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS
PROJECT WORK

Physics students welcomed the Museum School 6th Grade to the second annual Fisiks
Phebruary. The showcase featured four galleries of physics exhibits. Highlights

included vacuum chamber demonstrations, a potato canon, air pressure rockets, hot
wheels speed measurements, spinning stuff, falling stuff, and stretchy stuff. Check out

the Fisiks Phebruary digital showcase. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRsBsV5hHE3G70OTOL3EMr-Emw5Qd50Pob0HPdQHm7xABjUVD80L16-jvFekJqY1saLKMkBWvvv5rgo/pub?start=true&loop=true&delayms=30000
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UPCOMING TESTING DATES

SAT: Tuesday, April 9th
MSTEP: Wednesday, April 10th

ACT Workkeys: Thursday, April 11th
PSAT 9: Tuesday, April16th

MAP 9/10: Wednesday, April 17th
PSAT 10: Thursday, April 18th

SAT Make-up: Tuesday, April 23rd
PSAT 9/10 Make-up: Wednesday, April 24th

ACT Workkeys Make-Up: Thursday, April 25th.

Check out 9th
grader Vaida’s

project by scanning
the QR code or
clicking here.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ybip-3TefnnzwI7AvEpEb3vB7EqWTqvtOuWfm4h6s58/edit#slide=id.p
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EPC NEWS 

PROM is in the works! Juniors & Seniors are cordially invited to "The Festival of
the Floating Lights" Prom Dance on Saturday, March 23 at the Grand Rapids
Public Museum from 7:30-10:00pm. This is a FORMAL event, so please dress

accordingly. We will have a DJ with dancing, games, delicious appetizers, a fun
mocktail bar, and other activities! 

Tickets are $30 sold at lunch 3/4-3/15. NO tickets will be sold the week of the
dance or at the door. We accept cash, Venmo, or Cash App at the ticket table

only!! Each Museum Junior and Senior is allowed ONE guest outside of our
school. A guest pass must be signed & returned by Friday, March 15 by 3pm to

the main office. Guest passes will be available on Monday, March 4 at the ticket
table or main office counter. Parents & Guardians: please keep an eye out for a

sign up genius & parent letter very soon for chaperoning & donating!
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OTTAWA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETICS

UNION HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

SPORTS 
BUS 

SCHEDULE 
There are sports buses that
transport our scholars from

Museum to Ottawa and
Union everyday.

Union Sports Bus: 2:57 PM 
Ottawa Sports Bus:3:02 PM

ALSO FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULES
PLEASE VISIT

WWW.OTTAWAHILLSBENGALS.COM

FOR OTTAWA HILLS BENGALS SPIRIT WEAR
CLICK HERE

MARCUS HARRIS
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

616-819-2879
HARRISMAR@GRPS.ORG

PLEASE CHECK UNIONREDHAWKS.COM
FOR UP TO DATE SCHEDULE
INFORMATION AS WELL AS

CANCELATIONS AND POSTPONEMENT

FOR RED HAWK SPIRIT WEAR
CLICK HERE

JENNIFER BURNS
GR UNION ATHLETIC SECRETARY 

(616) 819-3194
BURNSJ@GRPS.ORG

JUSTIN WALKER
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

616-819-3168
WALKERJU@GRPS.ORG

http://www.otawahillsbengals.com/
http://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/michigan/grandrapids/ottawa-hills-high-school
https://unionredhawks.com/
https://www.spiritshop.com/school/michigan/grand-rapids/grand-rapids-union-hs?utm_source=bigteams&utm_medium=partner&utm_campaign=58efae7c1486ff3ba470f133&utm_content=MI495049396&utm_term=football
mailto:Burnsj@grps.org
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OTTAWA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETICS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OHHS BOYS SWIM AND DIVE TEAM ON WINNING THEIR 4TH CONSECUTIVE OK RAINBOW TIER 2
CHAMPIONSHIP THIS WEEKEND. THE TEAM WENT UNDEFEATED IN DUAL MEETS AS WELL AS WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP

MEET. INDIVIDUAL EVENT CHAMPIONS WERE AMADO HUNER, WYATT JACQUES, AND DOMINIK LAMBERTS. RELAY EVENT
CHAMPIONS WERE THE 400 FREE RELAY OF RYAN YON, WYATT JACQUES, MATIAS RIZKALLA AND AMADO HUNER.

INDIVIDUAL EVENT MEDALISTS WERE ELIAS MORGAN, TRISTIN STOTT, MATIAS RIZKALLA, CALEB OEVERMAN, RYAN YON,
WYATT JACQUES, DREW PORTINGA, CRISTIAN RAMOS, JP VILLA, AND REUBEN OEVERMAN. 

DIVERS CRISTIAN RAMOS AND JP VILLA QUALIFIED FOR DIVING REGIONALS, WHICH WILL BE HELD AT JENISON HIGH
SCHOOL ON THURSDAY 2/29. 

THE RELAY TEAM OF RYAN YON, AMADO HUNER, MATIAS RIZKALLA AND WYATT JACQUES QUALIFIED FOR THE DIVISION 2
STATE MEET IN BOTH THE 200 FREE RELAY AND THE 400 FREE RELAY. RYAN YON QUALIFIED IN THE 50 FREESTYLE AND

WYATT JACQUES QUALIFIED IN THE 500 FREESTYLE. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TEAM ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ELIAS MORGAN WHO MADE ALL
CONFERENCE THIS WEEKEND. WELL DONE! 
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With the warm weather coming and new sports
starting out, it is a good time to review some
information on concussions. Here is the “Heads Up”
information from the CDC to give more information on
signs of concussion and what to do. At school, any
time a student would have a bump or blow to the
head, they are observed in the health office for signs.
If we see any signs, a call home about the concern will
be made to parents and guardians, who may be asked
to have their scholar assessed further by their doctor
or urgent care.

Play hard and stay safe!

HEALTH OFFICE
HAS THIS EVER HAPPENED TO YOU?

MEDICATION 
CONSENT

FORMS
MEDICATION CONSENT

THE HEALTH
OFFICE TEAM

MS. ASHLEY JOYCE, RN

http://infohost.grps.org/InfohostDocs/HealthServices/Medication_Treatment_Consent_Form.pdf
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I

Low self-esteem is a challenge that many adolescents struggle with.
Recognizing signs of low self-esteem early on can empower us to support
our students in building a positive self-image about themselves. Signs of

low self-esteem include social withdrawal, academic struggles, and negative
self-talk. As parents, paying attention to changes in your student's behavior,

academic performance, or mood is essential, as it can provide valuable
insights on whether they are struggling with low self-esteem. It is also

important to utilize open communication to engage your teen in
conversations about their feelings and experiences. Listening to teens

encourages them to share more and to be willing to listen to you more as
well.

To foster healthy self-esteem, encourage your student to set realistic goals,
celebrate achievements, and embrace their individuality. Reinforce positive

affirmations and emphasize the importance of self-care not perfection.
Additionally, encourage involvement in extracurricular activities and

volunteering to boost confidence and provide a sense of accomplishment.
Remember, building self-esteem is an ongoing process that requires

patience and understanding. Additional tips here: Arbor Circle is facilitating
a Peer Support Group that will begin the week of February 25. This group

uses a curriculum which covers tough topics such as substance use, stress,
coping skills, and interpersonal relationships. Please encourage your

Scholar to sign up or see Mrs. Wimbush, if they are interested. Permission
to participate is desired. Thank you!

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
SELF-ESTEEM

THE COUNSELING
OFFICE TEAM

MS. WIMBUSH, SCHOOL
SOCIAL WORKER

MS. KNIGHT
SCHOOL COUNSELOR

https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
https://www.verywellfamily.com/essential-strategies-for-raising-a-confident-teen-2611002
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All things Senior can be found in Ms. Beeckman’s
SENIOR NEWSLETTER!  senior class newsletter 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER CONT.
SENIOR NEWSLETTER

THE COUNSELING
OFFICE TEAM

MS. BEECKMAN
SCHOOL COUNSELOR

COLLEGE WEAR WEDNESDAYS
“EVERY WEDNESDAY: Wear whatever college
gear you own or can borrow from your family.
Show Ms. Beeckman and your name will be added
to a monthly raffle! Notice what college school staff
support and ask them about it!”

WEGE PRIZE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vCgru25aa21p_8hTPeZql3_h4s8fxTSVhxUJCcyacvY/edit?usp=sharing
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FROM MS. BEECKMAN 

 For Grades 9-11: Scheduling for next year is in full swing! KCTC enrollment
requests have been submitted. The enrollment window closes on March 15th at
4:00pm.

If your scholar is planning to take a college course, there will be an informational
meeting during LGRs. There are many risks in taking a college course while in
high school, including losing Promise Zone eligibility. I will also provide application
information and assistance. You can sign up here.

Deadline for Summer School registration is March 14

11th grade boys are eligible for The American Legion Boys State program;
applications are available and due by May 1, 2024. The purpose of this program is
to educate young men in the internal working of our form of government. It will be
held on the campus of Grand Valley State University from June 23 - June 29.
Students will be housed on campus, and meals will be provided. The local chapter
covers all costs, except for the $25 application fee.

https://forms.gle/APbuyooGi8DVNxyd7
https://forms.gle/APbuyooGi8DVNxyd7
http://summer.grps.org/
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Your support is important. Your time is valued. Volunteers
like you help:

· Ensure the success of vital extracurricular programs
like music, theater, sports, and the arts
· Provide our teachers with additional hands, ears,
eyes, and hearts on field trips, at school events, and
in the classroom
·Ensure the smooth operation of many school
activities that may be limited or not happen without
you

Please fill out the volunteer application HERE!
 

 We are so grateful for our Musee Staff!! 
Please consider sharing the love and supporting our staff.

Teachers Lounge Snack Sign Up
Sign up for a week at either MS or HS and bring in snacks,
drinks or other fun goodies for our teachers to enjoy. Food =
LOVE.
Middle School - 
High School - 
 
Thank you for considering! Let's make our teachers feel well
appreciated!

VOLUNTEER
MISC. INFO

PTCC

https://grps.org/departments/css/volunteer/
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HOW TO CHECK ATTENDANCE

If you have difficulty attending PTCC meetings
(second Tuesday evening of each month), or
would just like some time to chat with school
leadership, join us each month for Coffee Time!
We will meet at Westminster Presbyterian
Church across from the high school from 9:00-
10:00 am on each Thursday following PTCC
meetings. Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, March 14th at 9:00 am with Dr.
Hanks. 

COFFEE TIME
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The 2024 senior class is planning a senior trip to
New York. There will be a parent information
meeting within the next couple of weeks, so watch
for information on that in your email. Also see the
attached flyer for trip and fundraising details.

SENIOR TRIP
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VMuseum School Choirs performed at MSVMA Choral Festival and GRPS Choral
Festival this month. Both were amazing experiences and our choirs performed well. 
 Concert choir earned a solid division 2 rating and showed great improvement
between their performance at GRPS Choral Festival and MSVMA Choral Festival.
Advanced Choir earned Museum School’s first ever division 1 rating! They will be
representing GRPS, along with City High, at State Choral Festival in May.
Congratulations to all choir students! 

Fine Arts Night, March 13th, 6:00-7:30. 
 Join Mrs. Plouhar and Ms. Burns in celebrating Music and Art at Museum High
School with an evening of choral performances, an art gallery, and composition
competition. 
6:00-6:30 Choir Concert and poetry readings in the Great Hall 
 6:30-7:30 Art Gallery opens in great hall and art space (artists available for
conversation 6:30-6:45) 
 6:45-7:70 Composition Competition in Room 121 – listen to Museum School
composers and vote for your favorite performance! 
We hope to see you there! 

 

MISC. INFO CONT.
CHOIR
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PALS UPDATE
November PALS update:

1. "Como Aprender al Trabajo Escolar de su Hijo" es una clase por los padres. 

Fecha: 13 de Diciembre
Lugar: Southwest Middle High School
Hora: Hay dos clases: 9:30am-11:00am o 4:30pm-6:00pm
Para mas informacion, consulte el archivo adjunto.

2. Expungement Fair / Evento de eliminación de antecedentes penales
Date / Fecha: December 8 / 8 de Diciembre
Place / Lugar: LINC Up Gallery, 341 Hall St. SE
Time / Hora: 11am-3pm
For more information, see the flyer attached. / Para mas informacion,consulte el
archivo adjunto.

3. Reimagine GRPS!
Have you heard about the Reimagine GRPS proposal? with US! There are
many of community forums for you to offer your feedback on this proposed
plan. For more information, see this video. There are also a list of dates below
when feedback will be welcome.

Has oido de la propuesta Reimagine GRPS? Hay muchos foros comunitarios
para que Ud. pueda ofrecer sus comentarios sobre este plan propuesto. Para
mas informaction, vea este video. Tambien, hay una lista arriba de fechas en
que se aceptaran comentarios.

 
 

MISC. INFO CONT.

https://grps.org/reimagine/
https://grps.org/reimagine/
https://grps.org/our-district/board-of-education/board-meeting-schedule/
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If your student is absent, please call the attendance line
for your school. 

 Middle School Attendance 616-819-3600 Press 1. 
 High School Attendance 616-819-6450 Press 1. 

 

In order to be excused, please give a REASON for the
absence on the attendance line. Students are excused
if the Parent/Guardian contacts the school attendance
line before or during the first day of absence or within
24 hours of the student’s return to school and the
reason is provided and accepted by the  School  
Principal. 
Examples of Excused Absences: Personal Illness,
Medical 
Appointments, Family Emergency, Death in the Family
(close friend or relative), Court-ordered appearance,
and college visits. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES

ATTENDANCE

EXTENDED ABSENCE

EXCUSED ABSENCES

If you are planning to excuse your scholar for a certain
amount of time that is not illness-related you are
required to fill out an Authorized Absence Form. This
must be submitted and approved before the time of the
absence. 
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Dr. Hanks, Principal HanksC@grps.org
Mr. Mickens Dean of Students MickensSa@grps.org
Ms. Beeckman, School Counselor BeeckmanK@grps.org
Ms. Bromley, Secretary BromleyS@grps.org

Full Day
Doors Open: 7:50 AM
Class Starts: 8:15 AM
Dismissal: 2:55 PM
Half Day:
Doors Open: 7:50 AM
Class Starts: 8:15 AM
Dismissal: 11:25 AM

HIGH SCHOOL 
CONTACT US

HIGH SCHOOL PHONE NUMBERS

HIGH SCHOOL START/END TIMES

Main Office 616-819-6450
Attendance line: 616-819-6450 press 1
Fax Number: 616-819-6452

MIDDLE SCHOOL PHONE NUMBERS
Main Office 616-819-3600
Attendance line: 616-819-3600 press 1
Fax Number: 616-819-6601

Ms. Rowland, Asst. Principal RowlandK@grps.org
Ms. Knight, School Counselor KnightD@grps.org
Ms. Morris. Secretary MorrisS@grps.org

MIDDLE SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL START/END TIMES
Full Day
Doors Open: 7:50 AM
Class Starts: 8:10 AM
Dismissal: 3:06 PM
Half Day:
Doors Open: 7:50 AM
Class Starts: 8:10 AM
Dismissal: 11:20 AM

mailto:HanksC@grps.org
mailto:MickensSa@grps.org
mailto:BeeckmanK@grps.org
mailto:BromleyS@grps.org
mailto:RowlandK@grps.org
mailto:KnightD@grps.org
mailto:MorrisS@grps.org
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